SUN YAT SEN AND THE CHINESE REPUBLIC

was only five years later, on December 14, 1911,
that Hwang Hsing was appointed by the provi-
sional parliament of the Chinese Republic to act
as President until the arrival of Sun Tat Sen,
to whom he delivered over the chief magistracy.
In 1906 Hwang had fled from China to Japan
with a price on his head. So had Sun. Sun be-
lieved that he was now in a position to extend
his organization work right up to the very walls
of the imperial yamens. So did Hwang. Hence,
they joined hands as never before, and each knew
now that success would attend his efforts. They
beheld, at length, their imperial opponent like
a weary pugilist holding on to the ropes while
waiting for the knock-out blow. It would still
take years, but they would be years of hope and
not years of despair like those before the Boxer
uprising. The old Manchu ring champion, with
his purple girdle befouled, with ten generations
of blood, would before long have to take the count.
He might still have enough force to down his op-
ponent for a brief moment, but age and the infir-
mities of dissipations were at length counting
upon him, and the champions of the new republic
were now ready to let loose a double-barreled
pair of uppercuts that would knock the old eunuch
of the ring limp and lifeless; and knock him out
they did, in that finally successful revolution com-
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